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• List of Hazardous Waste and Substances sites from the Department of Toxic Substances Control 
EnviroStor database. 

• State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Geo Tracker Database. 

• List of solid waste disposal sites identified by SWRCB with waste constituents above hazardous waste 
levels outside the waste management unit. 

• List of active Cease and Desist Orders and Clean-Up and Abatement Orders from the SWRCB. 

Review of the above records showed that the nearest active clean-up site is approximately 5.3 miles southeast 
of the project area. Therefore, there would be no impact. 

5. Historical Resources. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may cause a 
substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource. 

The project site has been evaluated for the presence of historical resources on several occasions. The initial 
work was conducted in 1995, prior to construction of the existing backwash ponds. At that time, a records 
search at the Northeast Information Center of the California Historical Resources Information System at 
California State University, Chico (NEIC) was conducted. Based on the records search results, local 
topography, and other factors, the NEIC stated that a field survey was not warranted (Diaz, 1995, Appendix E). 
However, according to District staff (K. Born, pers. comm.), a USBR archaeologist surveyed the site prior to 
pond construction with negative results. The Environmental Assessment (EA) prepared for the project (Diaz, 
1995) concluded that project construction would result in no adverse effects on archaeological or historical 
resources; the EA was approved by the Bureau. 

Subsequently, improvements to the backwash pond piping were proposed in 2012. The USBR (2012) 
approved a Categorical Exclusion for this work, with a finding that the piping improvements project had no 
potential to affect Indian Trust Resources or historic resources. Because funding for this project was provided 
by the SWRCB, a State Cultural Resources Officer surveyed the project site on September 15, 2015, and 
concluded that the project did not have the potential to cause effects on historic properties (SWRCB, 2016). 

In January 2020, pursuant to the Programmatic Agreement Among the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, the California State Historic Preservation Officer, and the California Governor's Office of Emergency 
Services, a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) archaeologist reviewed the proposed project and 
determined that the undertaking conforms to a Programmatic Allowance (Second Tier Allowance, Section 
I1.E.5.a, in-kind repair or replacement, or minor upgrades of waste-water treatment lagoon systems) and does 
not require State Historic Preservation Officer review or notification. A Categorical Exclusion was subsequently 
authorized by FEMA (2020) . As a standard condition of approval, FEMA required that "if ground disturbing 
activities occur during construction, applicant will monitor ground disturbance and if any potential archeological 
resources are discovered, will immediately cease construction in that area and notify the State and FEMA." 

In July 2020, at the request of EN PLAN, the Native American Heritage Commission conducted a search of their 
Sacred Lands File; results of the search were negative (Native American Heritage Commission, 2020). To 
satisfy federal requirements, a cultural resources field survey was completed on August 5, 2020; no historic or 
archaeological resources were identified in the study area. The survey confirmed that all work would be 
confined to previously disturbed land (i.e., land that was substantially modified during construction of the 
existing ponds). 

Given the above site history, the FEMA conditions of approval, and the results of the current records search 
and field survey, the proposed project has no potential to cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a historical resource. 
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